AH! REFRESHMENT & RESTORATION

Acts 3:11-26 (text: vv.19-26)

There are two things, congregation, that catch our eye in this text – and Peter intends them to: the word refreshment and the word restoration. 

There you go, you’re on a tramping trip round the side of Mt Ruapehu shall we say, or Mt Ngauruhoe, about this time of the year and it is hot and it is getting hotter and you’re getting dry. Then you come across a beautiful cold mountain stream. There’s a beauty on the eastern side of Ngauruhoe – it rises out of a lovely spring, crystal clear water, cold. Or if you’re up a bit higher maybe you come across a tarn, just a little mountain lake – beautiful snow water with the taste of that peaty mountain soil that you get round clumps of tussock. It’s so refreshing. There’s nothing like it. That’s what refreshment means. We all know what it is. 

What is restoration? When you’ve got some bit of old furniture, or an old house or a car that’s broken down and you work away – it's hard labour – for maybe a few weekends on the furniture or a few years on the house or the car. Well I’ve done the furniture and I’ve done the house and I’m not going to do a car. But it’s very satisfying. It’s more satisfying than buying something new because you have that sense of taking something that was once nice or beautiful or homely or whatever it was but is now broken and dilapidated and retrieving it, bringing it back from ruin and restoring it to its former glory or beauty or usefulness. In a certain way there’s more satisfaction out of saving something from ruin than there is from making something brand new but which never was before. Maybe this is part of the image of God in us because he is a faithful creator and he will not allow his work to be ruined but will restore what has been broken. And there’s something of that in us too. 

Peter has been preaching to this crowd who rushed to see the miracle that he and John had just done. He told them that it wasn’t he and it wasn’t John who had done it. It was God, their God, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers. Brothers. I’m a Jew; you are Jews. Our God has glorified his servant Jesus.

And he’s now calling on them to repent, as we all must do, for, all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. We’ve come short of the image of God. We’ve failed as human beings. We’ve failed to be the human beings God made us. And Peter doesn’t just talk about this in a general way. He’s very specific about it. 

He could have gone back to Genesis one and two and three and Adam and Eve in the garden and the Fall and talk about our rebellion as a race. And we have to do that sometimes. We especially have to do it with the people of our world because they often know nothing about it. It’s no good getting to the particular before you’ve got the basic general principle. But these people are Jews. They know all that. But they’ve known it a long time and it doesn’t really make that much impression on them anymore. That can happen to us congregation because we’ve known a lot about these things for a long time too. 

So Peter goes for the presenting sin with these people, which is actually also how Paul really came to understand that he was a sinner, even though he was a very law-abiding Pharisee, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera.
 When I understood what the commandment about coveting was all about, he says in Romans chapter 7, then I died, meaning – then I realized I was spiritually dead, dead in sin, and needed Christ. 

This is all part of what repentance means. For you first God raised up his servant and sent him to bless you by turning every one of you away from your wicked ways, Peter says in verse 26. If we are to be saved, we are to be saved not from sin in general only, but from our own particular ways, the sins we’re particularly tempted by and commit. Peter spoke about this very plainly, very straightforwardly. They had delivered up God’s servant Jesus, their God’s servant Jesus. They’d disowned before men God’s holy servant, Jesus. They’d exchanged the holy and righteous one for a murderer. They’d put to death the Prince of Life. Nearly all of those descriptions come straight out of the Old Testament prophecies about the promised Messiah – Isaiah 42, 43, Isaiah 52, 53. They would have known it. They would have recognized them. 

#
Isaiah 52:13 says, Behold my servant shall be exalted. In the Greek translation of the Old Testament the Hebrew word exalted is translated glorified, the same word Peter uses here. … and he shall be lifted up and shall be very high – by God! 

#
When John baptized Jesus in the Jordan, God spoke out of heaven, This is my Son with whom I am well-pleased. He is virtually quoting Isaiah 42, verse 1. 

And these are Jews who knew their Bibles Peter was speaking to. Yet he whom God had glorified they had delivered up, they had disowned, they had exchanged for a murderer, they had put to death. So Peter lays on them their guilt, their guilt over very specific and particular sins. But then he tells them that even these particular and specific sins were forgivable. If they would repent their sins would be wiped away and times of refreshing would come to them, times of restoration also. 

With that sort of guilt weighing on them that must have sounded wonderful because just as you feel dry and thirsty up there on the mountains or in the hot car-park up at the Albany Megacentre, so we can be. And many people feel this even if they don’t understand the reasons for it. So we too can be and feel spiritually thirsty, like the woman at the well of Samaria; like these people here who ought to have felt and I expect by now were feeling a terrible burden of sin on their shoulders as a result of what they had just done in Jerusalem fifty days before; as the people did at Pentecost where Peter spoke similarly and cried out, Men, brothers, what shall we do? 

Jesus talked about this, didn’t he, in Matthew chapter 11, verse 27. He had been talking about how the Jews refused to recognize him when he came. And they didn’t recognize John the Baptist either. They didn’t like John the Baptist because he was rough and crude and so severe. And so odd! I mean, he lived out in the desert eating locusts and wild honey! But they didn’t like Jesus because he forgave sinners and he ate and drank like a normal human being – so ordinary, in a certain sense. And Jesus says, It is going to be worse for you people than it was for Tyre and Sidon and Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment. 

But then he says, Come to me all who are weary and heavy-laden – weary and heavy laden with the burden of trying to make yourself good enough, with the burden of guilt for your sin – and I will give you rest. I will give you refreshment. Learn from me for I am gentle and humble in heart and you will find rest – refreshment – for your souls. 

Sounds good doesn’t it? Rest, peace, life being a bit gentle instead of heavy and harsh and rushed as it so often seems to be. Well, come to me, says Jesus, and you will have it. Repent and return and you will have it, says Peter. Indeed times of refreshing will come. This is what repentance is congregation. It means to be sorry for our sin, to confess it, to speak about it the same way God speaks about it and to seek God’s forgiveness and to seek the forgiveness of anybody else we might have offended by it. 

But that’s the hard thing, isn’t it? It’s easy to talk to God – he’s in heaven. He’s here too but he’s out of sight. But it’s hard to go to your neighbour – whom you have to look in the eye – and say, I’ve sinned, please forgive me. Pride gets in the way. People, don’t add that sin to the sin you already know you need to confess; because you’re embarrassed about other people! Because we’re all in the same boat. For what is a Christian? A Christian is by definition merely a confessed sinner. And if you’re one of the ones who doesn’t have to acknowledge a particularly heinous sin or a public sin, don’t feel proud about that. Or when you hear about somebody who does, then just think how hard it is for them. And think hard about your own life and how close you might have come to the very same sin. 

Brothers and sisters, we need to be concerned with one another, but there is no room for any of us to look down on anybody else. We are guilty, every last one of us, guilty of sin before God, every bit as guilty of sin in general and some particular sins as these people Peter is talking to today. 

But are any of us defiant sinners – in the sense in which we saw this means in the Old Testament last Sunday – with the fist raised against heaven, defying God as God, knowingly and intentionally? God is so good. He preserves nearly all of us from that sin. And therefore we are all, in principle, forgivable material. So God commands us to repent. Jesus calls us to repent. Peter calls us to repent. And congregation, I call us to repent – in detail, specifically, in particular, to whomever it is you need to go and see and put it right. And we need to be willing to forgive one another with no sense of being one up on the other – on the one who comes to see us. 

But the other important thing about repentance is that if it is real sorrow over sin, then we will turn away from it. And that’s the other thing Peter calls us to do: Repent therefore and return – return to God, return to a desire to be faithful to God and obedient to God and pleasing to God. Because that is why God raised up his servant – to send him to bless you by turning you away from your wicked ways. 

Now here’s an interesting thing, because this is spoken about twice in this passage, in two different ways. Turning away from sin doesn’t happen automatically, congregation. In verse 26, it’s something God does, he blesses us with salvation by turning us from our wicked ways. But in verse 19 it’s something we must do. You repent, says Peter. You return – from sin, to God, he means.
 And then; times of refreshing will come from the presence of the Lord – freedom from a guilty conscience. You can relax and be comfortable with God. But freedom also to relax and be comfortable with other people. You know you’re a struggling sinner. They know you’re a struggling sinner. And they know they’re struggling sinners too and its all in the open, at least as open as it needs to be. We all know we’re in the same boat. That in itself is refreshing because hiding things, trying to keep up a false front is hard work. It’s not relaxing. It’s a burden. It's part of the burden Jesus came to save us from, that he spoke about in Matthew 11.

And Peter gives us three reasons to help us do this. First of all he says,

1.
This is what the whole Bible is all about
Peter is speaking to Jews and this teaching about repentance and forgiveness and personal refreshment is not a new thing for the Jews. In fact when Jesus came he said, as we've already seen in Matthew 11, Come to me all you who are weary and heavy laden and I will give you rest. He’s quoting directly from Jeremiah chapter six; he’s quoting indirectly from Jeremiah 31.  

And not only is the message about Jesus not new, neither is it a revolt from Moses. The Jews were very concerned to be faithful to Moses and so should we be because the test of a prophet in Deuteronomy 13 is that a prophet will not contradict anything that God has said previously. 

In these verses, 22-25, Peter refers to three major strands of the Old Testament prophets that are fulfilled in Jesus Christ.
 

#
In verses 22 and 23 he refers to the promise given to Moses in Deuteronomy 18 that the day would come when he would raise up a new prophet like him and the people must heed everything that prophet says. And if we don’t, such a person shall be utterly destroyed from among the people.
 

#
In verse 24 Peter says, all the prophets – as a matter-of-fact, from Samuel to John the Baptist – announced these days which will bring the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and the restoration of all things.
 Now some have had questions about his reference to Samuel. Samuel, of course, was the first prophet after Moses. But some have asked: how did Samuel prophecy about the coming of the Christ and the restoration of all things? Well, he prophesied about that by anointing David and in the prophecies that he made of David’s kingdom, which we also sang about in Psalm 89, and which prophecies are only really fulfilled in David’s greater son, Jesus Christ. And the Jews understood this. 

#
Then in verse 25 he speaks about the promise to Abraham that through his seed – his descendants – all the nations of the world would be blessed. And surely the restoration of all things must have something to do with that, mustn’t it! 

Now, by calling in Abraham, Moses, and David, Peter has just called as witness to his message the three most revered figures in Jewish history. And Peter is saying that the sending, crucifixion, and the raising again of Jesus Christ from the dead for our salvation is what, therefore, the whole Bible was about – Moses, David (via Samuel and all the prophets), and Abraham. 

And that, congregation, means that that message and that work of salvation is what God is about. That then is what God has been busy with all through history. The whole purpose of God’s work in the world is to bring the Saviour and to bring us to the Saviour in repentance and faith and turning from sin, that God may be praised for his glorious grace. 

People of God, this is the meaning of everything! And you can be sure God will bring it to a successful conclusion. The second incentive Peter gives us to believe is this: 

2.
There is a time of restoration coming 

The gospel will be successful. Verse 19: Therefore repent and return so that your sins may be wiped away in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord and that he may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things, about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from ancient times. 

The Jews had always understood that when the Messiah came, the whole show would be over and the world would be regenerated and Israel would be on top and the Messiah would rule the world through them from Jerusalem. But Jesus came and he said, My kingdom is not of this world. It’s a different kind of kingdom. But they didn’t understand this. Even John the Baptist didn’t understand this initially – that there would be two comings of Christ; one to work salvation and then a later one to bring to completion that saving work. But between the two there would be a whole long age for the gospel to work its way around the world and call the nations in. 

#
You see an evidence of this in John chapter 12 where the people are talking about Christ and trying to figure him out and they say, Well, we’ve heard in the Law that Christ is to remain forever.
 But there are different ways of remaining and they didn’t take that into account. 

#
Peter thought this too and back in chapter one he said, Lord are you now going to restore the kingdom to Israel?
 But Peter has got things figured out by now. “God has sent the Christ,” he said, “and you rejected him and you crucified him but through this (your sin) God did what he had prophesied. You misunderstood what was prophesied about the Christ even as I did,” he says, “but God raised him from the dead and now you must repent so that you may experience spiritual refreshment – new life. And you must repent so that he may send Jesus again to restore all things for in the meantime he must go to heaven. Heaven must receive him until the Gospel has done its work, until the time of restoration.”
 

These people had rejected their own Saviour. They needed this encouragement to believe in Jesus Christ. They needed to see that their rejection was not the final word. It was not the final thing. It was not final for the world and it need not be final for themselves either. 

Isn’t that an incentive to believe too? I’ve had people say to me, “I’m too bad for God to forgive.” That’s nonsense! These people killed the Son of God! – the Messiah God had promised and whom they’d been waiting for! And Peter still offers them salvation and he tells them that the day of restoration of all things is still coming. 

But there’s something else we can learn from this congregation because we too can get our tail between our legs and we can wonder where Christianity is going. It doesn’t seem to be making much progress in the world. Christianity is making more progress in the world than you may think. Think for a minute. Imagine if there had been no persecution. Would not our numbers be ever so much greater in the world? There were more Christians killed for their faith last century than all the other nineteenth centuries combined. The church on earth may seem small but the church in heaven is growing in leaps and bounds. And Jesus' kingdom is not of this world. It’s a spiritual business. 

God promised a time of restoration of all things. He will renew the earth. He will have an uncountable number of people for himself. Now, if the Jewish rejection of the promised Saviour, his own dear Son with whom he was well-pleased, actually worked to fulfil prophecy, which is what Peter said in verse 18, do you not think that the present rejection of Christ and Christianity, by the western world right now at any rate, may do the same thing? Why not? 

God is working, congregation. I read something the other day that made me think again. It was this: We are worried about AIDS. People in Africa are terribly worried about AIDS. We are worried about Bird Flu. This is what I read; "Every major pandemic has started with social degradation. Twice before more than half the earth’s population at the time was wiped out by disease. The first started with the fall of the Roman Empire and ended with the unification (and Christianisation) of Europe. The second started with the dawn of the Dark Ages and ended with the Renaissance and the Reformation. Both times these pandemics ended with social change – fundamental behaviourable change."

The world is in turmoil at the present time in every conceivable way. 

#
Islam is on a new crusade, but are we going to be like the people who do not know Christ at the end of time and let our hearts fail us for fear? Or are we going to be Christians? For after all, Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 2, that the rulers of this world are passing away! God is working and you can be sure he has something good in it. What it is I don’t know but maybe this multiculturalism, this globalization, this promiscuous immigration that’s going on all over the world – which is kind of a new invasion, is God’s way of taking the gospel again with renewed vigour to all the peoples of the world. 

That ishow it has happened before. It was as our western-European, barbarian forebears defeated Rome that the Christians who were left ultimately defeated our forebears’ paganism! – like the little maid, captive to captain Naaman of Syria – brought the gospel to him – and so Europe became Christian. Those who were defeated eventually won a spiritual victory over those who had conquered them! It wasn't a nice process. And the experience and the effects of the current Islamic crusade may not be either. But perhaps that is what the Lord is going to use to convert the currently Islamic millions. 

#
And watch China. Gary North reckons Islam might be Christianised from its eastern flank. And from what I hear about Christianity in China and Mongolia and Central Asia he might be right. That would be ironic, wouldn’t it? Excuse me, Korean brothers and sisters, but the – what we used to call – the Yellow Peril might become the western world’s salvation! And the west needs salvation right now. 
#
It is to Nigeria that Bible-believing Anglicans in America are now looking for spiritual and moral leadership. In England the newly-ordained Archbishop of York is the ex-bishop of Uganda, a black man. And he may well turn out to be a better Archbishop than the Anglican Church has had for many a long year. 

We live in exciting times congregation, times to be busy for the Lord. And we may go about that work with hope and confidence because there is a time of restoration coming. Let us therefore pray that the Lord will cause the gospel to work in the west once again in great power, even as it appears to be having success in other parts. 

So we come to Peter’s final word of encouragement to repent and return to the Lord and that is this: 

3.
The gospel is for you first
Peter has raised the three greatest figures in Israel’s history – Abraham, Moses and David. The Jews had always claimed to be heirs of Moses. Peter didn’t need to say much about that. He reminds them that they are descendants of the prophets – the first of whom was Samuel who prophesied about David. And in the same verse he reminds them that they are descendants of Abraham and he didn’t need to say anymore about that either. Then he says in verse 26, For you first – you descendants of the prophets, you descendants of Abraham, you descendants of David – God raised up his servant and sent him to bless you by turning every one of you from your wicked ways. 

In the New Testament this privileged position of being God’s people has passed to us, the church of all nations and all peoples, for we are born under and we live under God’s covenant to be a God to us and to our children.
 For us first God raised up his servant and sent him to bless you by turning every one of you from your wicked ways. 

Yes, the gospel is to go to all, everywhere, and when it does it goes with the promise of the Holy Spirit to bring to saving faith those whom God has called. But he’s called us – outwardly at least – in an environment of the specially-privileged situation of having been brought up in the church and in Christian families. The gospel is for you first young people! 

How much incentive do we need congregation – either to turn to the Lord or to work for him?

#
The whole Bible, which God went to a lot of trouble writing over sixteen hundred years, is about the work of God in restoring the world and raising up a new humanity out of the old! 

#
Therefore, necessarily, history also is about that great work. And who knows if right now we are not presently going through birth pangs on our way to another time of great advance and the building of a new Christian culture in the world. 

#
And now Peter says it is for us who are born in the church and under Christianity therefore that God sent his blessed Son to the cross and raised him from the dead – for us first! The promise of salvation, the promise of spiritual refreshment, rest, a conscience at peace with God, the promise of moral reformation and life, and the restoration of the world, is especially for us. 

So congregation, what sin is it that holds you back, that you are so ashamed of that you suppress it, you won’t deal with it, and you won’t ask for help in turning away from it? Is it embarrassment that prevents you? Embarrassment is just another word for pride and better to enter heaven without pride than preserve your pride intact and be cast forever into hell. Cut it off, says Jesus. 

And let us not think that the world is gone to the devil and that all our efforts are wasted. It has so often been that when the church has been despised and trodden underfoot that God has blessed her and used her most and advanced his kingdom most. We ought to believe the same for today. It’s time to put our hands to the plough. 

Amen.

John Rogers, preached in the morning Service 

of the Reformed Church of the North Shore, on Sunday, 26th February, 2006.

�   See Philippians 3:1-6 for the etceteras.


�   And we can do that because, as Calvin notes, regeneration always accompanies justification.


�   This is Stott's analysis, adding that Peter has thus presented Christ in this sermon as the Suffering Servant, the Moses-like prophet, the Davidic king, and the seed of Abraham. He then gives an excellent summary of prophecies shown to be fulfilled in Jesus in the early chapters of Acts (p.95).


�   Deuteronomy 18:15, 19 conflated with Leviticus 23:29, Bruce.


�   Bruce (1 Samuel 13:14; 15:28; 16:13; 28:17); cf. Acts 13:34.


�   John 12:34.


�   Acts 1:6.


�   Verse 21; (, cf. Matthew 17:11; Mark 9:12; Elijah – John the Baptist – already began this; cf. Septuagint of Malachi 4:6. Knowling thinks this also, as times of refreshing in v.19 refers to inward and moral restoration and, as John began turning the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just. So the (had already begun, in so far as men's hearts were restored to obedience to God (the beginning of wisdom), to the purity of family affection, to a love of righteousness and hatred of iniquity.


�   On verse 25 Calvin speaks of those who because of their unbelief banish themselves from the family of the holy. But this in no way prevents God from calling and admitting the seed of the godly into the fellowship of his grace, nor common election, though not effectual in all, from opening a door for special election, even as Paul set forth in Romans 11:23. 


    On verse 26 he remarks of Peter preaching this in the NT as an incentive to believe the NT Gospel; if baptists are right, Peter is wrong in doing so.
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